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Historical and Descriptive Sketches of Oregon, New M Written
history is generally too scholastic to interest the mass. Dignified
and formal, it deals mainly in great events, and of those
imperfectly, because not pausing to present clear impressions by
the associations of individual life. It is these that lend to written
fiction its greatest charm, and attract the multitude by
appearing more like truth. Although untrue in the particular
combinations, scenes and plots delineated, yet well written
Fiction is drawn from Nature, from experience, and these facts
in life, as with chessmen, are only arranged in new, but natural
positions. History includes everything in Nature, Character,
Customs and Incidents, both general and individual, that
contributes to originate what is peculiar in a People, or what
causes either their advancement or decline. So broad its scope,
that nothing is too mighty for its grasp...
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