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General on Delays in Forensic DNA Analysis C. Provide forensic DNA analysts with up-to-date training and
continuing education Several agencies and organizations provide training opportunities for DNA analysts,
including components of the U. S. Department of Justice, the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, the
National Center for Forensic Sciences, the National Forensic Science Technology Center, and some State and
local training organizations. Private corporations also sponsor training programs. These programs enable the
valuable exchange of ideas on such issues as emerging technologies and efficient laboratory operation. NIJ
recommends a comprehensive national strategy to continue the professional development of experienced
analysts. Recommendation 5: Provide Training and Education to Police Officers, Prosecutors, Defense
Attorneys, Judges, Victim Service Providers, Medical Personnel, and Other Criminal Justice Personnel Key
players in the criminal justice system should be trained in the proper collection, preservation, and use of
forensic DNA evidence. Fundamental knowledge of the capabilities of DNA technology is essential for police
officers to collect and store evidence properly, prosecutors to introduce it successfully in court, and judges to
rule correctly on its admissibility. Victim service providers should be trained to inform victims about DNA
evidence and its potential impact on a case. Defense attorneys and others in the court system also should be
provided with information about the capacities and limitations of DNA technology. A. Train law enforcement
officers in crime scene evidence collection and in emerging applications of DNA evidence As first responders to
crime scenes, law enforcement officers must be able to identify, pr.. ....
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