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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Maxims and Reflections of Goethe by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.
Prose Maxims - New Complete Edition. Translated By Bailey Saunders. Who is the happiest of men? He who
values the merits of others, and in their pleasure takes joy, even as though twere his own. Only mankind can do
the impossible: He can distinguish, He chooses and judges, He can give permanence To the moment. The
translation of Goethe s Prose Maxims now offered to the public is the first attempt that has yet been made to
present the greater part of these incomparable sayings in English. In the complete collection they are over a
thousand in number, and not more perhaps than a hundred and fifty have already found their way into our
language, whether as contributions to magazines here and in America, or in volumes of miscellaneous extract
from Goethe s writings. Some are at times quoted as though they were common literary property. To say that
they are important as a whole would be a feeble tribute to a work eloquent for itself, and beyond the need of
praise; but so deep is the wisdom of these maxims, so wide their reach, so compact a product are they of
Goethe s wonderful genius, that it is something of a reproach to literature to find the most of them left
untranslated for the sixty years they have been before the world. From one point of view, the neglect they have
suffered is in no way surprising: they are too high and severe to be popular so soon; and when they meet with a
wide acceptance as with other great works, much of it will rest...
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