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On the death of Charles our heroine lived a secluded life. She inhabited a house, in Pall-Mall, built for her on her
retirement from the stage by the king. According to Pennant (in his Account of London, ) the walls of the back
room on the ground floor, were entirely covered with looking-glass, as, it was said, the ceiling had been. Over
the chimney, was her picture. At this house, she died, in November, 1687; the day of the month is unknown. Her
mother was drowned near the Neat-houses, Chelsea, in July, 1679. Any further account of her kindred has
escaped research. She was interred on the 17th of November in the old church of St. Martin s-in-the-Fields: her
funeral sermon was preached by Dr. Tenison, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. The Queen, in allusion to
the circumstance, said she was convinced the deceased had merited the praises of the worthy Doctor, or he had
never bestowed them. Among the correspondence of Sir George Etherege, with the Scotch College, at Ratisbon,
is a letter to him, from his under secretary, Mr. Wigmore, written on the 18th of November, in which he
acquaints him - Last night was buried Mad. Ellen Gwyn, the D. of St. Alban s mother. She has made a very
formal will, and died richer than she seemed to be whilst she lived. She is said to have died piously and
penitently; and as she dispensed several charities in her lifetime, so she left several such legacies at her death;
but what is much admired is, she died worth, and left to D....
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