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-- Social aspects -- United States. Excerpt:. .. national, and
international levels, to work on solutions. An esoteric enthusiasm
for a small elite at the beginning of the century,
environmentalism had been transformed into a planet-wide
value by its end. One of the appeals of environmental values lies
in the idea that the environment cannot be viewed as some sort
of medium that is separate from human life. As John Muir ( 1869
) wrote, When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find that it
is bound fast by a thousand invisible cords that cannot be
broken to everything in the universe. Shutkin ( 2000, p. 126-141)
uses the term civic environmentalism to describe the emerging
model of social and environmental activism for the 21st century.
Whereas environmentalism of the past few decades has
concentrated on specific media or pollutants, civic
environmentalism treats overall health and quality of lifein a
combination of social, economic, and environmental terms....
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